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Do not take the path of deceit when inflicting retribution. Keep
secrets to yourself, and except to one or two right-thinking and
profound persons do not reveal your thoughts. Do not refer
deliberation to an unsuitable assemblage. First, inquire separately
and then in full meeting. Do not indicate your (private) advisor.
Do not distress the relation, the intimate and the neighbour by
angry glances. If a thing can be remedied by kindness, do not
have recourse to terror. Do not seek the destruction of the
fallen, nor follow up the flying. Do not open the lips to utter
oaths. Receive warning from others, not from oneself. Whoever
gathers wisdom from the teaching of the world learns without
the learner's pain.
Forget not any one who does you service, and strive to recom-
pense it. Postpone not to the morrow the work of today. Reckon
a good name as eternal life. Keep aloof from jesting, and toy-
ing, especially with one who is higher (or older) than yourself.
Regard the shining sword and the pen as the two arms of power.
Commit the first to the brave and frank-hearted, and the second
to the contented and right-acting. Soldiers get a great name by
four things: first, loyalty to their master; second, love to their
comrades; third, obedience; fourth, experience. The general is
famed who always looks after the pay, the arms and the cattle
of his followers, and who is always prepared. And he wins their
hearts by gifts and honours, and looks after the survivors of
deceased soldiers.
The moral prescriptions were too severe to be followed in their
entirety by anyone, especially by the 23-year-old Murad whose
love of pleasure had already degenerated into the vilest type of
debauchery. Akbar was not unaware of his son's weaknesses, in
particular his addiction to wine and opium, but he hoped that the
hazards of war in a distant land would chasten him and arouse in
him the martial virtues associated with the house of Timur.
Akbar was destined to be disappointed; his expectation came to
naught not long after the Prince was ordered to join forces with
Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khanan for an assault on Ahmednagar.
Hesitant to move out of his love-nests, Murad dilly-dallied and left
Ahmedabad on 30 October 1594, only after Akbar sent him an
angry letter detailing the consequences of delay and disobedience.
, The prince and the Khan-i-Khanan did not click right from